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Sir: 



The above-identified U.S. application corresponds to European Application No. 04 
002 601.5. A Search Report issued in connection with the European application on 
June 4, 2004 and a copy of that Search Report is attached. The European Searcher identified 
two references as being relevant. Each reference was considered by the European Searcher to 
be a Category A document. Hence, each reference was considered to relate merely to the 
technology background of the invention. Neither of the references was considered to be 
particularly relevant to the claimed subject matter when considered alone or when combined with 
another reference. The Annex to the attached European Search Report shows that the 
European reference cited by the Searcher is the equivalent of US2002/01 71207. 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service as 
first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
on June 14. 2004 



Hilda A. Abreu 



This Irtformation Disclosure Statement includes a copy Form PTO-1449 that 
identifies the U.S. patent cited in the European Search Report and the U.S. equivalent of the 
European reference cited in the European Search Report. The Examiner is requested to 
consider these references during the examination and to make the references of record. 
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